
Neighborhood Effects:  
A Help or Hindrance to Parks? 

 2017 APA National Conference Mobile Workshop  

 Self 
Quiz 

 

 Answers: 1c, 2c, 3b, 4c, 5a, 6c, 7d, 8d, 9b, 10d 

 

CENTRAL PARK 

The following questions are based on the podcast from the Municipal Art Society in this workshop.  

1. The New York Municipal Art Society has been in existence ___________years. 
    a) 54             b) 75        c) 125 

 
2. The Municipal Art Society, with support from the likes of Jaqueline Kennedy Onassis and Bill Moyers, 
held a demonstration in __________ at Columbus Circle to oppose the proposed height of the new Time 
Warner Center.  
    a) 1970              b) 1978             c) 1987              d) 1997 
 
3. The outcome of the above protest was that . . .  
      a) the building was not constructed. 
      b) the building is shorter than originally proposed. 
      c) the building is taller than originally proposed. 
 
4. Under current New York City zoning regulations the “supertall” towers now under construction are 
being built “as of right.” This, among other things, means: 
 a) No public review is required.        
 b) No special environmental impact statement is required.   
  c) Both of the above. 
 
5. How long a shadow WILL be cast by the tallest of the supertall towers now planned for development 
 overlooking Central Park?       a) 1 mile              b) ¾ mile            c) ½ mile            d) ¼ mile 
 
6. What tactic(s) allow developers to create such tall buildings?   
 a) They buy up unused air rights    
 b) They use zoning lot mergers to assemble air rights in a single narrow lot 
 c) Both of the above    
 
7. For their second Accidental Skyline study, MAS merged data bases to create a single data set on Carto 
 DB, which allowed them to create a series of interactive maps showing all unused air rights in 
 the City. The maps also show    
        a) landmark status         b) applicable zoning      c) maximum Floor Area Ratio     d) all of the above 
 
8. Which of the following NYC neighborhoods (beyond the immediate vicinity of Central Park) is slated to 
have a new supertall building?   
             a) Downtown Brooklyn     b) The Flatiron District     c) Sutton Place       d) All of the above 
 
9. According to Elizabeth Goldstein, neighborhoods that are the “next frontier” for supertalls are 
 characterized by a combination of . . .  
 a) large numbers of billionaires and Trader Joes 
 b) large swaths of available air rights and permissive zoning 
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10. Many New Yorkers are concerned about the human and environmental health consequences of the 
uncontrolled spread of supertall towers in the city. Policy recommendations to address the trend include 
which of the following?     
 a) Greater transparency in zoning lot mergers  
 b) Height and setback requirements near parks 
 c) Restrictions on large lot assemblages  
 d) All of the above 


