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RIVERBANK STATE PARK 

The following questions are based on the five RIVERBANK STATE PARK podcasts in this workshop.  

1. The non-profit organization WE ACT for Environmental Justice was founded in the 1980’s as a 
response to environmental threats in the WEST HARLEM community, including . . . 
 a) operation of a garbage marine transfer station in the neighborhood  
 b) operation of several bus depots 
 c) the siting of a major sewage treatment plant 
 d) all of the above 
 
2. How many acres does Riverbank State Park cover? 
         a) 5.4                  b) 28               c) 17              d) 9 
 
3. The City’s FIRST choice of a site for a Manhattan sewage treatment plant on the Hudson River (dating 
 to at least the 1960’s) was …  a) Battery Park     b) West 72nd Street   c) West Harlem 
 
4. In dry weather the North River Treatment Plant (sewage treatment plant in West Harlem today) 
handles _______gallons of raw sewage a day.    
 a) 17,000    b) 170,000   c) 1,700,000   d) 170,000,000 
(Note: For purposes of imagining volumes of liquid waste, one million gallons of water would fill a 3.07 
acre area to the level of one foot.) 
   
5. After the sewage treatment plant opened in West Harlem in the mid-1980’s, offensive smells from 
that plant could be detected up to  
 a) a half mile north and a half mile south with a total span of 1 mile     
 b) a mile north and a mile south with a total span of two miles 
 
6. When you cross the bridge at the entrance of Riverbank State Park you will be passing over . . . 
a) a salt storage facility     
b) the West Side Highway     
c) an Amtrak Rail Line (which still uses some diesel) 
d) all of the above 
  
For question #7 feel free to refer to the map of Manhattan neighborhoods on the next page. 
7. The New York City neighborhoods that send their sewage to the West Harlem Treatment Plant are as 
far north as Riverdale in the Bronx (above Inwood) and as far south, at the furthest, as ___________. 
       a) Tribeca          b) Midtown West    c) Morningside Heights 
 
8. The lawsuit against New York City over the siting of the North River Treatment Plant (brought by WE 
ACT on behalf of the community) was settled in 1994 and brought injunctive relief including the 
requirement on the City’s part to . . . 
 a) build a park above the treatment plant 
 b) remove the treatment plant 
 c) spend $100,000,000 to repair a dysfunctional ventilation system on the plant 
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9.  Harlem is ________________  than most of Manhattan             
  a) at a higher elevation            b) at a lower elevation 
 
10. Riverbank State Park is a great place to pursue all kinds of fitness activities, but which of the 
 following won’t you see there?       a) walking        b) tennis         c) ice skating        d) bicycle riding  
 
 
  

Answers: 1d, 2b, 3b, 4d, 5b, 6d, 7a, 8c, 9a, 10d 

 


