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THE HIGH LINE  

The following questions are based on the four High Line podcasts in this workshop.  

1. Which of the following organizations collaborated with the Department of City Planning in the 
arrangements for converting the High Line from a railroad into a park?  
 a) The Friends of the High Line    
 b) NYC Economic Development Corporation  
 c) NYC Department of Parks and Recreation 
 d) All of the above 
        
2. In 2003, the air above the High Line and the land below the old rail structure were owned largely by …
 a) adjacent property owners     c) the City of New York 
 b) CSX Transportation, Inc.     d) the State of New York  
 
3. Which of the following is the most accurate description of the procedure that was established for 
 transferring development rights out of the High Line Transfer Corridor? 
 a) It was a private transaction between the granting site and the receiving site 
 b) Property owners had to seek a special permit from the Department of City Planning 
 c) The transaction could only take place if the receiving area was adjacent to the sending area 
 
4. What percent of development rights could be transferred under the 2005 West Chelsea zoning 
proposal? 
 a) 25%                b) 50%               c) 75%            d) 100% 
 
5. According to the 2005 rezoning of West Chelsea, the High Line Transfer corridor was an area roughly  
100-feet wide that would contain the entire High Line structure and portions of adjacent lots between 
West 18th and West 30th Streets. In terms of the way it functioned, the “High Line Transfer Corridor” is 
really   . . .                                     a) a sending zone         b) a receiving zone 
 
6. Prior to the 2005 rezoning, West Chelsea was primarily a 
     a) residential district  c) manufacturing district 
     b) urban garden zone   d) commercial district 
 
7. Erik Botsford comments in these podcasts on how visible the impacts of the 2005 zoning rules are 
today. Viewing the scene from the High Line, traveling from 17th Street up to 30th Street, the relationship 
of buildings to the High Line is clearly shaped by regulations that say . . .  
   a) a certain percent of new construction should come quite close to the High Line--  
 in fact creating a walled-in effect of sorts.   
   b) a certain percent of new construction should be set back from the High Line to create a sense of 
 openness 
   c) both of the above 
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8. Which of the following statements most closely resembles Erik Botsford’s comment about the limits 
 of zoning? 
    a) Far from a blunt instrument, zoning can be quite precise and allow us to achieve nuanced results 
 on a site specific basis. 
    b) Zoning is not a surgical tool that allows us to achieve specific results on a site specific basis.  
  
9. To ensure that art galleries were not pressured to relocate as a result of the rezoning of West Chelsea, 
 the city created midblock areas with a zoning designation of M1-5 which amounted to . . .  
       a) an upzoned (from previous) manufacturing district   
       b) a downzoned (from previous) manufacturing district 
 
10.  New York City, as mentioned in these podcasts, has the largest art gallery district in the United 
 States. Most of these galleries are located . . . 
     a) between 1st and 2nd Avenues    c) between 10th and 11th Avenues 
      b) between 5th and 6th Avenues   d) between 3rd and 4th Avenues 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers:   1d, 2a, 3a, 4d, 5a, 6c, 7c, 8b, 9a, 10c 


